Rehoming Your Akita

Thank you for contacting A Passion for Paws regarding your dog.  We would like to help you advertise and can help screen potential adopters, but we cannot take your Akita in at this time.  We are full with dogs in our care, all looking for homes.

We can put your dog on Petfinder.com and 9 other websites where we get most of our inquiries.   We will need several digital photographs, preferably at least 3 as we can post 3 at one time.  One head on to see its expression, one of the full side to see its entire body, standing with a curled tail, and a third of any kind of shot.   Please make sure that the pictures are clear with good lighting and your dog looks appealing in them.  Good pictures generate a lot more interest.  

Please provide valid, current contact information, either a phone number or e-mail address to be included on the website so that adopters can contact you about your dog.

Also, you can try advertising the dog in the newspaper or on craigslist.   Be sure to NOT advertise for free, as people do not value something for free.   Put a price, minimum of $100 or state that a “reasonable rehoming fee with be required” If you find a good home, you can give the dog to them for free, but you want to make sure your dog is not sold to a lab for medical research or used as a bait dog for dog fighting and unfortunately that is what can happen to “free to good home” animals.  Be sure to find out if they have had Akitas before (this would be the best), if they have other animals, that you have cautious introductions, and that you go out and see the home and yard before releasing your dog to a new home.  (We go see the home, in part, because there are a lot of people who do dog fighting, and we want to be sure that there is nothing like that going on at the home they go to, also to make sure the dog will not be chained up as a “junkyard dog”).  
We have a pretty extensive application to screen adopters on our website, and you are welcome to review it or print out a copy or use any of the questions on it.  Our application can be found on the “Adopt” section the website http://www.apassionforpaws.com
We will also need information about your pet to put together a bio.   We have listed things we need to know below.

· Dog’s name

· Dog’s age

· Dog’s sex

· Neutered/spayed?  (all dogs listed on Petfinder either have to be neutered/spayed already, or willing to have them neutered/spayed before going into a new home)*
· Are vaccinations current?*
· Any training?   (Obedience training:   does the dog know sit, down, come, stay, speak, walk nice on leash?   Does your dog know how to use a doggie door?  How does it ride in the car?)

· How is it with other animals-----dogs?   Cats?   Any other pets?   Has it lived with other pets, what are they, their sex and age?

· How is it with children?    Has the dog lived with kids, what ages?

· How is it with strangers?    Both at home, and out on the street?

· Has it ever bitten anyone?

· Does it have any existing medical problems?

· Why are you giving this dog up?

· Where did you get this dog originally?  If from a breeder, have you contacted that breeder to see if they will take it back?**
· What other traits does your dog have that would be cute or endearing that would make someone want to adopt them?   (Cute tricks they know, cute way to acting, do they “talk”, etc.)

*Please be prepared to provide current medical records including proof of vaccinations and spay or neuter to any possible adopter if you advertise your dog as having these

**If you have AKC or other registration papers, please be prepared to provide these to the adopters.  Do not list these unless you have them.
Send your answers and photos to adoptanakita@gmail.com.  Please let us know where you are located, and a phone number we can reach you at.   Lastly, PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE SUCCESSFUL IN FINDING YOUR DOG A NEW HOME SO WE CAN TAKE DOWN THE WEBSITE INFORMATION. You don’t want to be getting calls and e-mails regarding a dog that you have not had for several weeks.
The following website is also a valuable source of information for owners wishing to rehome their pets:

http://www.wonderpuppy.net/canwehelp/1rehome.php
